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In Memory of Dr. Nabil Boulos

NES Chairman

I want to sincerely thank the Head
girl, Bana Asqalan and the Head
boy, Zaid Suwan for taking the
initiative and putting this
newsletter article together.
Every once in a while someone
comes along in your life to inspire
and leave an impact. For me, that
person is Dr. Boulos. He motivated
and inspired me. Dr. Boulos is the
man of the moment. His
knowledge was beyond his years.
No words can describe his
accomplishments and passion for
education.

Nabil was very popular and loved by many people. He was nominated on behalf
of the parents to present a speech at his daughters' graduation ceremony. I would
like to share his speech to show you how many lives he touched.
"Even on happy occasions, our children manage to draw a hesitant tear from our eyes.
Parenthood is a journey of discovering, more of errors than trials.
You send your Diala to school, she comes back a Bana, a Dina, a Sami, a Faisal, a Nejla, a
Soraya.
You would think that love is enough and then the mobile telephone bill comes at the end of the
month. You give them guidance and council only to find out that the words of their friends are
more impressionable and more effective than all the wisdom you try to impart.
You beg them to appreciate the difference between noise and music, they laugh you out of the
argument and then you realize that all the Mozarts of the world cannot match the sounds of
their laughter. You read to them the words of the holy books; they show you the face of God.
This is your commencement, the beginning of a new venture. The Act 1 scene 1 of a new life
drama. We will stay behind but we will always be close enough to watch over you in prayer and
in hope, and far enough to give you space to grow on your own.
You have been taught the geography of the Seven seas, now you will be captaining your own
ships, raising your own sails. May your winds be fair and your tides over tune, may your harbors
be safe and your shores white sands and blue skies.
We will miss you; we will miss your untidy rooms and the dragging out of bed. We will miss your
preferences for junk food, your cramming for exams, your complaining about teachers. A
thousand things we will miss, but most of all we will miss the sunshine you have put in every
room of the house.
It takes an oyster some 5 years to make a pearl. ABS did better, she made 75 pearls in 12 years.
Faces of the same child, children of the same heart, you have re-written our dictionaries with
your lingos, you have repainted our seasons with colors beyond those of the rainbow. But most
of all, you have taught us tolerance, for that we always will be grateful.
My daughter, my son; we wish you success and good fortune. We wish you mountains of green
and valleys of peace.
Compete not with others, but with yourselves: in your winnings be modest, in your losings
unbroken. Believe in God, Believe in Love, believe in goodness, believe in justice, believe in
righteousness. You have made us old but to us you will always always be young".

A Letter of Appreciation
Dear Dr. Boulus
I still recall how awe-struck I would feel every time you would talk to me, I would be
flabbergasted by the fact that someone as sophisticated and intellectual as yourself is
actually making the time for me. As an English teacher, I had always been fascinated with
the high level of English proficiency that you possess. You have always been an inspiration
to me, a role-model and a mentor. You have encouraged me to lead NES Newsletter team.
You have seen passion and recognised talents in NES young learners. You have been
inspired by their dedication, hard work and creativity. You have indeed been a human
being like no other, majestic yet humble, knowledgeable yet unassuming, tremendously
well-informed yet unbelievably modest.

For those who don’t know Dr. Nabil
Boulus, he has a Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD)in Mathematics and Computer
Science from Syracuse University,
New York. After some 12 years of
professorship at the American
University of Beirut, he decided to
leave to the Gulf to establish his own
IT and Management consultancy. For
the next 20 years, he had been
involved
in
developing
computerization strategies and
specialized software for Ministries,
various
industries,
financial
establishments and engineering
companies. He then returned to
academia with passion teaching
Mathematics
and
introducing
Information vs. Knowledge into the
curriculum. He was assigned as the
Executive Manager at NES, he
contributed
immensely
and
remarkably to the setting up of the
NES policies.

He always impressed us with his encyclopedic knowledge and he always wanted to share his
unending reservoir of knowledge with us and that’s why he came up with the idea of the
General Knowledge Contest, where he successfully managed to provoke us and trigger us to
challenge ourselves and test our knowledge in different fields, from mathematics and
sciences to history and languages . His passion towards reading manifested itself when he
was entrusted with Mr. Said Al-Turk personal “library, he undoubtedly provided us with an
amazing collection of fiction and nonfiction books. And lastly, his name will always be
synonymous with a “Dictionary”; his tremendous knowledge of countless English words,
phrases and expressions was and will always be highly impressive and well-regarded. A
walking dictionary indeed!
He is indeed a brilliant educator, a loving friend and a revered human being.
I could not use past tense talking about you because you are alive in my heart, and
undoubtedly in the hearts of everyone who has ever known you or crossed paths with you.
You are NES Gem.
Rest in Peace, Rest in Knowledge, Rest in love
-Iman Zaytoon

"Wisdom, tolerance, empathy knowledge, unconditional care and a real gentleman
are only few words that could describe Dr. Bolous .
I consider myself lucky to have learnt from Dr. Bolous while being with him in the
same office when I started my work at NES.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish his Family my deepest condolences for
his passing."
-Head of early years

Seniors last Day

To end the year with a bang, the seniors celebrated their last day; on Thursday,
31st of March. The day started with the senior walk, where seniors paraded
around the school with "a zaffa band" visiting every year group, from the early
years up to year 12. After that excitement died down, the seniors invited all the
custodians to a lunch of mansaf as a way to thank them for their hard work and
help throughout their years at NES. Due to the weather finally turning around
and starting to feel more like spring, the seniors decided to have a paint and
water fight; it was probably the most thrilling and messiest part of the day.
Everyone got soaked and completely covered in paint from top to bottom, some
walked out looking like they are coming out of a warzone, and you could hear
their laughter throughout the school. To end this day with a final hoorah, the
school hosted a barbeque for the seniors where everyone could cool off and
enjoy some delicious food. That was the last sendoff for the seniors before their
graduation, and it was an emotional day all around. There is promise and
potential in each student, graduating is only the end of a chapter, not the end
of a book.

Junior Jumpers

It was a special day. A day in which the juniors had the chance to collect their crystal white
jumpers, their names carefully and perfectly etched into its back making them visible to
the rest of the school.
You may wonder as to whether it was anything like the senior jackets. Definitely not... It
was better!
It was a time not only remembered for the one hour of no classes but a time in which
cameras were taken out and shots of all the juniors were taken, creating memories that
would remain forever stuck in their minds. A time in which cake was eaten and everyone
had the chance of relaxing on the green field grass as the bright golden rays of the sun
shone down on them all, creating a light, happy atmosphere that perfectly accompanied
their smiles and laughs.
It was for sure a day to remember!

Mental Health

Someone once said, "It's exhausting to fight a war inside your head every single day."
Approximately 4.5 million people have diagnosed with mental health issues due to social
isolation, loneliness, competitiveness and stress. Students are a colossal part of that
population as they experience mental health issues throughout their lives, causing
demotivation which may affect in the long term.
To begin with, students’ mental health is
adversely affected by the overwhelming
amount of work they are obliged to do
which would be the amount of exams or
assignments students are asked to
complete with tight deadlines. Students
therefore rightfully complain that it is
incomprehensible to perform an overflow
of tasks every day. However, perhaps their
words do not reach the ones they protest
to and as a result, you might notice few
behavioral issues here and there. In
addition, students are expected to take a
test and act as though the entirety of their
careers will heavily depend on this one
test. This can cause disruptions in
students’ sleep schedules and amplify
which in turn can be detrimental to their
academic performances.
In addition to the ailment of stress, many
other factors contribute to the
deterioration of teenagers’ mental health.
A majority of interviewees emphasized
that mental health is heavily stigmatized
and viewed as a taboo subject, most
especially in our cultures. Moreover, the
online experience during COVID-19 and
lockdown led to poor social skills and
increased anxiety levels during social
interactions. As technology comprises
most of our lives as teenagers, social
media has successfully colonized our
mental health as well. Students elaborated
on the false social standards, and how they
feel ‘very far’ from the ‘perfect life’
influencers illustrate in their content.

Nevertheless, solutions are bound to be
found when encountering problems and
this can also be applied to mental health
issues. As we are all humans, we require
help from time to time. Help could also
mean emotional support. Many students
have claimed that talking with a person –
such as a close friend or a family member
– can aid them to de-stress and allow
their negative emotions to fade. As
mentioned before, mental health issues
attribute significantly to some students'
behavioral issues, perhaps, some students
attitudes are in fact a defense mechanism
they subconsciously create as a way to feel
that their words actually matter. Thus,
creating some kind of club which allows
students to share their issues and release
their bottled up emotions might not only
help them in feeling less stressed but may
improve their behaviour. Moreover, to
decrease the impact of stress, schools
could less pressurize students by
providing them with simple daily tasks
which require not much time to be
accomplished. Teachers should assign
exams when they feel that their students
are up for the challenge, not when they
are unprepared, which can cause stress
and prevent them from reaching their
utmost
potential
and
instead
demoralizing them. School trips and
different types of activities such as antibullying campaigns are another way for
students to freshen up. Furthermore, this
allows them to get close to their
classmates and make new friends
altogether.

Mental Health
This could also solve one of their issues as
there are many students who suffer
bullying and loneliness due to the fact of
lacking friends.
One of the students mentioned we
should not be underestimating the depths
of how our mental issues affect us. They
won’t solve all by themselves. However,
students also have the ability to reduce
stress factors by performing multiple
things. Many students have mentioned
that splitting their workloads to different
days in the week allows them to have less
tension than piling everything up for a
single day. Even if it is not always
possible to make things go that way, it
still allows students to have a sense of
freedom. Another mode to support the
mental health is to have hobbies such as
drawing, painting, reading, playing
sports, performing yoga, scrolling
through social media and etc. Hobbies act
like a reward after facing all the hurdles
they encounter.

The fact that almost 50% of students we
conversed with – mainly middle
schoolers – stated that they supported a
friend dealing with a mental illness is
truly horrifying.
All in all, the concept of mental health is
quite complicated for majority of
students, frankly speaking. Feeling
neglected and rejected does have an
enormous effect on students which may
lure them to unhealthy lifestyles.
Therefore, schools should be aware of the
distress students are facing and focus on
providing utmost support in making
students feel loved & cared while
minimizing study loads to reduce the
stress.

Mother's Day
A letter to all our loving mothers

Dear Mom,
I have spent my childhood looking
for an idol to look up to, but I never
found one that spoke to me. After all
these years, I discovered that no
person would be a better role model
than you, my mother.
Whenever I was going through a
hard time you have always gone out
of your way to comfort me. I still
remember when you used to stay up
at night when I was sick, checking
my temperature, making sure I took
my medicine, and feeding me even if
you were sick too. Or when you woke
up at 3 am and saw me crying, you
hugged me and comforted me
lovingly assuring me that everything
will be OK and gently rocking me
back to sleep.
There is so much more that you do that we never thank you for, but you never
complained.
Every day, I am thankful to have you in my life and I appreciate all of your hard
work. I wanted to let you know, even though I don’t say it enough, I love you from
the bottom of my heart.

Letter By Bana Asqalan, Mom & Child Art by Hamza Mango

Rayyan
عملية قيصرَّية من رحم األرض
هي عملية قيصرية من رحم األرض إلخراج روح طفل مغربي .أصيبت المغرب بصدمة يوم
األحد بعد عثور طواقم الطوارئ عىل طفل يبلغ من العمر خمس سنوات يدعى ريان في قاع
 .بئر ،واستمرت عملية اإلنقاذ المضنية خمسة أيام عصفت بمشاعر األمة والعالم
فقد كان إنقاذ ريان الرهان األكبر الذي خاضته المملكة المغربية التي جهزت كل الذي وسائلها
المتاحة من أجل إعادة الطفل إىل حضن والديه ،حيث جمعت عددا كبيرا من وسائل اإلنقاذ
ورجال اإلسعاف ،لكن القدر كان أسبق إىل طفل عانى طوال هذه المدة الطويلة ضيق باطن
األرض وظالم المكان .و استمرت عملية اإلنقاذ لمدة خمسة أيام حيث احضروا عددا كبيرا من
الجرافات وآالت الحفر ومجموعة كبيرة من فرق اإلنقاذ ليتعاونوا مع بعضهم البعض
للمساهمة في إنقاذ الطفل .كان البئر ضيقا للغاية .فكان يجب عىل المسؤلون تزويد ريان
باالكل والماء واالكسجين  .تداول رّو اد مواقع التواصل االجتماعي عىل نطاق واسع صورا
التقطتها عدسات الكاميرا من داخل البئر للطفل ،وهو يمسك بأحد األنبوبين اللذين تم
.إيصالهما إليه لتزويده باألكسجين والغذاء والماء
وقال المسؤولون عن عملية إنقاذ هذا الطفل أن الخطوات األخيرة إلنقاذه كانت معقدة ،في
ظل مخاطر انهيار التربة عليه .وأخيًرا ،عملت فرق اإلنقاذ يدويا عىل حفر نفق أفقي إىل البئر،
للنفاذ من خالله وسحب الطفل إىل الخارج .و الحمدهللا استطاعت فرق االنقاذ اخراج الطفل
من البئر العميق بأمان ونقلوه إىل سيارة إسعاف نقلته إىل المستشفى .لكن لسوء الحظ كان
في حالة سيئة بسبب جروحه .قال مسؤولو صحة أن هناك فرصة كبيرة أنه لن يخرج عىل قيد
الحياة .و ترقب العالم العربي و العالم باجمعه باالتوتر .وطال انتظار والديه اللذين كوى قلبهما
جمر الترقب عىل جمر الترقب ،وهما ال يعرفان أرياُن حي أم ميت؟ أعلن بيان رسمي مغربي
وفاة الطفل الذي أخرجته فرق اإلنقاذ مساء يوم السبت من البئر التي سقط فيها قبل خمسة
.أيام في ضواحي شفشاون شمالي المغرب
ورغم ما ناله "الشهيد ريان" من تعاطف إنساني واسع ومستحق ،فإن هذا التعاطف جّر أسئلة
كثرة عن عشرات اآلالف من األطفال اآلخرين الذين يواجهون مآسي أخرى ال تقل ألما
وقسوة ،سواء كانوا تحت رحمة الحصار في فلسطين ،أو الثلج والجوع في سوريا ،أو الحرب
.الملتهبة في اليمن
ريان وحد العالم في زرع األمل واإلنسانية التي كادت أن تفقد في أرواح الناس .سقط في بئر
.وانشغل العالم معه رغم أن أوطانا سقطت ولم ينشغل بها احدا

Role of assessments In Learning
The Role of Assessment in Learning and Teaching at the New English School
Assessment is an important part of the
education process, not just in Jordan but the
whole world. Whether we like it or not (and I
have to be honest here and say that I don’t),
examinations and examination results are an
important part of the educational journey.
They act as the gatekeeper to further
progress in an individual’s life, be it as they
move on to further or higher education or in
terms of their career and career
development.
According to UNESCO,
external examinations act as a standardised
grading system that ‘serves to grade
candidates
for
further
educational
opportunities and/or certification purposes’.
But do external examinations serve to
support an individual’s learning? I would
argue that they don’t and they are not
designed to.
There are generally considered to be two
main types of assessment. The first is
summative assessment, which evaluates
student learning at the end of a unit or
module of work by comparing it against
some standard benchmark. Thus, external
examinations compare an individual’s
performance on a particular paper taken at a
particular time and compare that
individual’s performance with other students
who sat the same paper at the same time
under the same conditions. Note that the
conditions under which a summative
assessment is taken form part of the
comparison process as the concept demands
comparing like with like. If one student took
the test with access to textbooks and another
didn’t, then the two performances cannot be
compared.
This is why the external
examination environment is the way it is, to
ensure equality of opportunity for all
candidates; they sit the examination under
the same conditions whether they are in
Amman or Accra, Irbid or Indianapolis.

Those scripts are then marked, using a
standard mark scheme which exam
boards go to a lot of trouble and expense
to ensure is applied in the same way in all
circumstances and individual student
marks are converted into grades which
are supposed to be directly comparable
not only within that year’s cohort but
across multiple cohorts. In other words,
an A grade achieved by an NES student in
IGCSE Biology in 2021, for example, is
supposed to show the same level of
learning and understanding as an A
grade in IGCSE Biology achieved by a
student at a school in Vietnam in 2019.
An external examination that lasts for 2
hours, for example, cannot assess every
concept that was delivered during the
course. An IGCSE subject is designed to
be delivered over 2 years in 130 hours of
guided learning. If the examination was
to attempt to assess learning and
understanding of every concept delivered
during those 130 hours, it would take
many tens of hours of examinations to
do. This is simply impracticable. Each
examination, therefore, examines a
sample of the domain of all learning in
the course and the result is then
extrapolated to suggest the learning and
understating of the whole course by the
individual student. No examination
covers all of the subject domain as given
in the course syllabus; this is why ‘past
papers’ are not a learning tool and should
not be considered as such. If used
properly and judiciously, they are a
useful tool, but they should not be used
in place of careful, considered, and
planned learning activities.

Role of assessments In Learning
The second, and for me, the more important
in terms of supporting learning and teaching
is formative assessment. An idea made
famous by the British educators, Paul Black
and Dylan Wiliam, in their book ‘Inside the
Black Box’, formative assessment has also
been called ‘assessment for learning’ as
opposed to summative assessment which is
‘assessment
of
learning’.
Formative
assessment is a crucial part of the learning
process by which the teacher understands
where the student is currently at in their
individual learning journey, which ideas,
concepts and understanding are secure and
which not. They can also understand any
misconceptions that an individual student or
students may have and address those
misunderstandings before they become
embedded in the students’ memory.
Formative assessment can also explore more
of the subject domain than summative
assessment, especially if the summative
assessment used is a past paper, because, by
its very nature, it is focused on small areas of
the learning requirements of an individual
subject and can therefore examine the
understanding of that small area in much
greater detail than any summative
assessment
ever
could.
Formative
assessment, by definition, should not
include a mark or any other mechanism for
comparing any student against any other or
by comparing them against any standardised
benchmark.
I would now argue that there is a third type
of assessment: assessment as learning.
Assessment as a fundamental and integral
part of the learning process. Learning is
defined as a change in long term memory
and so assessing the state of an individual’s
learning requires them to access their long
term memory.

By
introducing
frequent
and
unannounced assessment opportunities,
students can be encouraged to
interrogate their long term memories
and develop the schema which are vital in
allowing working memory to perform its
role
of
processing
information
efficiently.
It is generally considered that working
memory can handle, depending on the
information and the individual, 4 – 7
pieces of information at any one time
before it gets overloaded and so fails to
function. If some of this information is
in the form of simple facts, then not
enough working memory is available to
process the information and so the
students will fail the task set. Experience
and practice allow the development of
more complex schema which then allows
the working memory more space to
process information instead of just
holding it. Take the example of a child
learning to read.
To the novice reader, the letter ‘H’
consists of two vertical and one
horizontal line arranged in a particular
pattern. The first time that reader
encounters the letter H, therefore, they
have 4 pieces of information being held
in their working memory which then
limits the availability of processing
power. With experience and practice, the
novice reader starts to understand that
these three lines form one concept, the
letter ‘H’, the cognitive load is reduced
from 4 pieces to one. Then add the letters
‘o’, ‘u’, ‘s’ and ‘e’. For the novice reader
there are now five pieces of information
which, over time and with practice,
becomes one piece, the word ‘house’. And
so it goes on.

Role of assessments In Learning
Another example is learning to drive. The
first time behind a wheel in charge of a car
there are too many things to remember:
accelerator, brake, indicators, mirrors, other
traffic, external stimuli such as traffic lights
etc. etc. Yet over time, not only are all these
things brought under control but they are
automated, not only can an individual driver
deal with all of these at once, they can add
other tasks such as listening to the radio or
talking to their passenger. The multiple
streams of information have been merged
into a single, automatic, action. The skill of
driving has been learned; there has been a
change in the individual’s long-term
memory.
So, to return to the title of this piece ‘The role
of assessment in learning and teaching at the
New English School’, it is most certainly
NOT the accumulation of marks. It is an
essential part of the learning process,
learning which is creating a change in an
individual student’s long-term memory. In
order to effect that change, students need to
develop the schema which they can use to
allow their working memory to function and
operate efficiently. In order to do that,
students must constantly be challenged to
explore the limits of their learning, to store
and retrieve information in their long-term
memory, and to make connections between
‘new’ and ‘old’ ideas and concepts which
demonstrate and support the progress of
each individual on their personal learning
journey.
Students can only learn by processing
information for themselves, taking their own
notes, undertaking their own practice,
challenging themselves and each other. They
must be honest, committed, willing to take
intellectual risks. Learning is not easy, it is
hard. The human brain is not designed to
learn and so we must support it in doing
something it isn’t designed to do or even
wants to do.

The person best placed to challenge an
individual’s brain is the individual
themselves.
Assessment is something that every
teacher does in every classroom, every
second of every minute of every hour of
every day they have students in front of
them, either in person or through their
work. Learning is something that can
only be achieved by the individual
learner. Assessment supports the learner
in understanding the limits of their
learning, supports the learning in
developing those schemas which allow
their working and long-term memories
to work together to best effect. Teachers
at the New English School will provide
their students with the tools to succeed,
with the knowledge that will allow
individual learners to develop their own
schemas, their own understanding of the
world in which they live, but it is up to
the individual student to do the hard
work of learning.

CREDITS
Composition and Production
Aya Al Tamimi
Design and cover art
Aya Al Tamimi
Academic advisor
Iman Zaytoon
Editors
Bana Asqalan, Joud Hammouri, Alma Hajjar, Hani
Mango
Writers
A Letter of appreciation
Iman Zaytoon
Seniors Last Day
Zainab Ibrahim
Junior Jumpers
Saad Sarawan
Mental Health
Amna Saleh, Faria Alam Afnan , Tahmina Mariam
Mother's Day
Bana Askalan
Rayyan
Yousef Zannouni,
Amna Saleh
Role of assessments In Learning
Mr.David cooksey

Digital copy available on our website
www.nes.edu.jo

